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al THEIR SENSE 

OF RHYTHMS 

x PRETTY GOOD 
AND THEIR 

TECHNIQUE’S | E 

DECENT TOO | [= 



























































































































































































































JUST ABOUT 
TO ASK YOU 

THE SAME 
QUESTION 


































AIN'T YOU 
SUPPOSED TO 








ARE YOU 










‘slap 

















NAH... THIS 
MUTT'S BEEN 
TRAINED TO 
STAY BY MY 
SIDE NO 
MATTER WHAT 








AND YET ~ a J ‘ SIT CANT BE 


SO WELL b f 
12 ‘~ FT E 
a zy 


THEY PLAY z 
~ 
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~ ( UHH 


Z| You KINDA 
Z| Lost ME 

















lé 






THE USUAL 
a CUT FOR 
RETURNIN’ LOST 


PROPERTY IS 
TEN PERCENT, 
RIGHT ? 






Bur aE, | 


NOT CONSIDERIN’ 
THE RISKS I 
TOOK TO GET 
YOUR STUFF 
BACK, Y'KNOW 
SO MAYBE IT 
SHOULD BE A 
BIT MORE, DON'T 
YOU THINK 7 








AND IN 
EXCHANGE 
YOU'LL DO 
SOMETHIN’ 

FOR ME ! 








~ 60 
THAT'S WHY 
SHE'S BEEN 
LATE COMING 


NOW HERE'S 
WHAT I 

PROPOSE-- 

T'LL BE HERE AS 

, A BODYGUARD 

ANY TIME YOU'RE 

PERFORMING... 


/ KAORU-KUN'S 
BEEN AROUND 
EVERY TIME 
WE'VE BEEN 
PLAYING 
HERE SINCE 














HE ALWAYS: 
REFUSES 
TO TAKE IT 
APTER EVERY 
PERFORMANCE 
WE PUT ON 






















y'know 
DIDN'T THINK 
EVEN KAORU 





















IT WAS 
THEN ONE DAY 


D4 
HE TOLD US ake 
‘SOMETHING T 
WE DION'T eae 
REALLY WANT peers 








TO HEAR BUT 
WE ALREADY 
KNEW ANYWAY, 





HE DIDN'T 
HOLD BACK 
ON HIS 
OPINION 









THAT WAS A 
SURPRISE BUT 
THINGS WORKED 
OUT OK 
BETWEEN US... 
HE EVEN GAVE 
us GOOD ADVICE 
ABOUT OUR 
MUSIC TOO... 








AT FIRST WE 
FIGURED HIM TO BE 
A SMALL-TIME 
YAKUZA-WANNABE 
TRYIN’ TO SHAKE 

Us DOWN FOR 
SOME EASY 
MONEY, BUT WE 
WERE WRONG 

















































4 JOKING 
\ "BOUT 






























































































































































































































































































































































Y'GOTTA PLAY Y 
AND SING LIKE 

(| YOu MeAN IT 

OR YOU'RE 

GONNA BE 

AMATEURS 

FOREVER, 




















YOU USED TO 
PLAY ALLA TIME 
IN SHIBLIYA, YEAH ? 






THAT'S 
mal 
YOU WERE 
























YOU WERE FOLKS TOLD US: THE VOCALIST 
THEN WE GONNA TURN YOU GUYS WERE FRONTING UP 
HEARD YOU PRO TOO, TOTALLY AWESOME "LOST 
HAD STOPPED WEREN'T AND WE ALWAYS: PARADISE", 






PERFORMING. you WANTED TO MEET 
WHAT HAPPENED, 19 UP WITH YOU !! 


SURE 











worD WAS \ 
YOU WERE 
TOP-GRADE 
TALENT, 
ESPECIALLY 
YOUR SINGER 

















“LOST 
PARADISE” 
DON'T 





















EXIST 
ANY MORE 








/ WE ENDED 


UP CHASIN' AN 


F.COMPO) , \ ff? IMPOSSIBLE 
j i i REAM... 














































































































I DIDN'T 
KNOW 
KAORU 

WAS IN 
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AFTER 
WE THAT WE 
TOTALLY ASKED HIM 
WANTED HIM, TO JOIN 
TO BE OUR OUR BAND, 
VOCALIST AGAIN AND 
BUT HE AGAIN 
ALWAYS SAID 
NO... SO WE 
GAVE UP ON 
ASKING HIM... 
AND THEN 
TODAY WHEN HE 
GOT HERE 
- 2 
= 3s 
IM a (| WE'RE GOOD OUT OF 
|] At Hearine THE BLUE 
| , | ve eane Like Pee ue 
WANTED TO 
wee Hanes SING WITH 
FE “STOP ! us 
TOOK THE . 
BRAKES OFF 
SOMEHOW AND 
JUST RAN WITH 
Ir... BUT SADLY 





IT DIDN'T LAST 















SOMETHING 
MADE HIM 
CHOKE... 
AND WE'VE 
NO IDEA WHAT 
IT couLD 
HAVE BEEN 




















WEEELL 


WE CAN TRY, 
I SUPPOSE 








THE ONLY 
THING HOLDIN' 
US BACK IS OUR 
VOCALS... 
WE REALLY 
NEED HIS. 
VOICE, BIG TIME 











WE COULD 


ALWAYS: 
ASK HER 
ABOUT IT, 




















SAY, 
DY'THINK YOU 
GUYS COULD 
TRY AND TALK 
KAORU-KUN 
INTO JOINING 
THE BAND 


WITH US? _d 





D'YOU REALLY 
THINK KAORU 
WANTED TO. 
TURN PRO 


2 











KAoRuUU / By) 









I WONDER 

WHAT CAUSED 
RTO 

QUIT, THOUGH 


























DON'T TALK 
/||TO ME LIKE 
THAT // 


'M YOUR 
|| FATHER 









qf te Not | 
FINISHED 

































































Y'KNOW... I'M A 
BIT WORRIED THAT 
TATSUMI-SAN MIGHT 


NOT LIKE TO HEAR 
ABOUT THIS... 
60 KEEP YOUR 

MOUTH SHUT, OK ? 
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OPEN THE 
DOOR KAORU- 
SAN PLEASE. 
HOW LONG ARE |\ 
YOU GOING TO 














HOWEVER I 
DON'T THINK 
SHE'S GOING 
TO GIVE IN 
THAT EASILY 












































i 
pe 
































SSS 


KAORU- 
SAAAN 


/ 
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LOOKS LIKE = 
SHE DOESN'T | 
WANT TO TALK ae 
TO US THIS } t 
MORNING... / 



























sf MA, SAID AFTER EATING 
/ 

gry THANKS 

3 FOR THE 

= MEAL 















































HAH- YOU 


DIDN'T TALK 


LIKE THAT 


WHEN I TOLD 
you 1 wanteo 


TO BEA 
MANGAKA 





T'D BE ALOT 
p] HAPPIER IF SHE 
INTENDED TO. 
CONTINUE HER 
STUDIES AT 
UNIVERSITY 




































VERY SURE 
OF HERSELF 
THIS MORNING ! 





THis 
EVENING'S 
GONNA BE 
ABLAST! 

















THrmangareadernet 
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YOU REALLY 
DON'T LIKE 
OPENING UP |: 

















SILENT TYPE 

















IF YOU HAVEN'T TOLD ¥ 
| ANYONE WHAT YOU 
REALLY WANT TO DO 
THAT MEANS THAT WHEN 
YOU FAIL MISERABLY 
YOU WON'T HAVE TO 
EXPLAIN IT TO ANYONE 
WILL YOU 7 


































I DON'T 
KNOW, 
THAT'S 
WHY T'M 
ASKING !! 






















































































] Vi IF YOU INTEND 
TO CONTINUE 
ON THIS PATH THE 
SCHOOL CANNOT 
PERMIT YOU TO 
PRESENT SUCH A 
BAD EXAMPLE TO THE 
OTHER STUDENTS 





















YOU'RE A SOURCE 
OF SOME DISCORD 
HERE, YOU SEE... 
F UMMM, THERE 
WAS THAT BRAWL 
YOUNE BEEN LAST WEEK FOR 
VERY RUDE TO 


AE TACE EXAMPLE... 
LATELY AND YOU 
SHOW NO 
INTEREST AT 
ALL IN YOUR 
STUDIES... 































JUST SAY 
IT, WHY 











Aq your FATHER 
| HAS TOLD ME 
VIA TELEPHONE 
THAT HE 

+\ AGREES WITH 
A, me ToTALLy 

















AH... THAT IS NOT 
THE CASE BUT I MUST a 
MAKE IT CLEAR THAT 2 
EXPULSION IS A REAL \ 
POSSIBILITY IF MORE ¥ 

INCIDENTS OCCUR 
AUN THE FUTURE... 














HEH HEH, 
C'NON TEACH 
BE HONEST 


4 

IF WORD 
GETS OUT A y 
yakuza's Kio \ / 
ATTENDS THIS 
HERE SCHOOL 
THEN ITS REP 
IS GONNA TAKE | 
A REAL BEATING | 

































I GET IT -- 
ONCE YOU FOLIND 
OUT MY OLD MAN 
WAS YAKUZA YOU 


























) HERE JUST 
> SAY IT TO 
))_ My FACE I! 



































WE NEVER 
GoTTo |B 
FINISH OUR 
CONVERSATIONS 


THIS MORNING) (am 
FOR SOME 















WHAT'S 
THAT HANGDOG 
EXPRESSION | | 





















OF TALKING: 
THINGS OVER 


WITH A GIRL A 


WORRY ‘BOUT 
_| Your own 
PROBLEMS, 
T'M TIRED OF 
>) YOU STICKIN’ 


INTC 
AFFAIRS ! 
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TE 






















/ 
/ BUT YOU MIGHT 





a) TO SPEAK... 
Ae, 


OPEN UP ABOLIT 

YOUR INTENTIONS 

IF IT WAS MAN- 
TO-MAN, SO 




















if 


























I WAS IN 
A BAND, 
“LOST 


paravise” / 
























MASAHIKO: 
THINKS YOU DON’T 
WANT TO TALK 


ABOUT THIS 
BECAUSE YOURE 
SURE YOUR 
ME, T DON'T 
BELIEVE FATHER WILL TRY 











THAT'S THE AND ele You 


REAL REASON 


atte 
ACS. 

















THATS. 


TOTALLY 
q 









MY OLD MAN 
ACTUALLY 
WANTED TO 


WAY TOO MUCH 
AS IT TURNED 
OUT IN THE END 





HELP US OUI... 







) WE BROKE 
uP ‘CAUSE 












































F.COMPO! 


I TOLD HIM NO 
BUT SURE ENOUGH 
HE TURNED UP 
AT ONE OF OUR 
GIGS ANYWAY, 
JUST LIKE HIM... 
THINGS WENT 
DOWNHILL FAST 
AFTER THAT 


I KNOW THIS 
MUSIC PROMOTER, 
I COULD 
INTRODUCE 
YOU TO HIM IF 
YOU'D LIKE ? 





WHEN MY OLD 
MAN HEARD I 
WANTED T'BE 
IN A BAND HE 
SAID HE 
WANTED TO 
COME SEE US 
PERFORM 





WOW ! THAT [i 
WAS A REALLY |} 
GREAT SHOW 
YOU PUT ON ! 
BRILLIANT /! 











PLEASE 
" 









THIS IS OUR 
|| BIG CHANCE 
KAORU ! 
WE CAN'T 
TURN IT 
DOWN !! 


—- 








NO, I'M ONLY 
OFFERING TO 
HELP YOU OUT 
‘CAUSE I THINK 
YOU'RE REALLY 

GREAT I! [ 
CAPISCE 7 














WE FINISHED 
OUR SET 
HE CAME 

BACKSTAGE 










\0 WE WANNA 






A D0 THis BY 
if, N OURSELVES | 
ft hiv WE DON'T 
CNW) Need No 

OUTSIDE- 

































A PRODUCER fe i 
CAME TO ONE OF 7 IN THE BAND 
OUR CONCERTS, a WANTED IT 
SAID WE WERE AND IT 
PRETTY GOOD... :. [rfl WENT ALONG 
EVERYTHING SEEMED i WITH THEM 
TO BE WORKIN’ a ri IN THE END... 
OUT F'R US.., 














\\\' TURNED OUT 
TKINDA \\\ THE PRODUCER 
Lost IT WAS ONLY 
AND TOL! INTERESTED IN 
HIM T’TAKE MY SINGING... 
A HIKE... HE DIDN'T WANT 
THE OTHER 


GUYS IN THE 
BAND. 


[iTqtOTALLYA WHEN 

Frotoyen\ 5 ATHELOTHER|MEMBERS) 

PrHEIRIBELIERIN) ral ey (ORRTHETBANDIDIONITS 
[REASON] [kNOWIWEYgt0) 

































































RS) Quit 
C)/SCHOOL 
7! 











































































































TO WHAT IT 


JUST LISTEN | 


J waar, vou 
| WANNA 
PREACH 
AT ME ONE 
LAST TIME, 
A TEACH ? 














AND $0, 
THANK YOU 
FOR EVERY- 









MASOHO- 
SAN I 














I'S OK, 
I'S OK 
REALLY 


FOR YOU 
To quit 
SCHOOL, IS 


JUST FORGET 
EVERYTHING 
I TALKED TO 

YOU ABOUT 
YESTERDAY ! 
LET BYGONES 
BE BYGONES ! 








F.COMPOII3) 











MY OLD MAN'S: 
BEHIND THIS, 
I'M SURE OF IT 








CONTINUE TO 
ATTEND SCHOOL, 
MASOHO-SAN 


=| JUST AS YOU 


DID BEFORE 
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™/ You're 'gouT 





TO PULL 
ANOTHER 
ALL-NIGHTER 
RIGHT ? YOU 
WORK HARD 










FOR THE 
yp MONEY 

























DRAWING MANGA 
EATS UP ALL YOUR 
TIME... 
YOU MUST GET 
TIRED OF DOING /f 
IT SOMETIMES, y 





BUT... YOU 
KNOW, IT'S 
SOMETHING 
I LOVE 
DOING ALL 

















BUT I KNOW 
1'D END UP 
HATING MYSELF 
IF I GAVE UP 
JUST BECAUSE 
SOMETIMES I 
DIDN'T FEEL LIKE 
DOING THIS 
ANY MORE y, < 





WHAT IF THE 
PRESSURE TO 
GIVE UP IS 
FROM OUTSIDE, 
SOMETHING 
YOU CAN'T 

AVOID... 












THAT'S AN 
EXCUSE 
NOTA 
REASON 






















WAY TOO EASY TO 
SAY "IT'S SOMEBODY 
ELSE'S FAULT”... 


IT'S WAAAY 
TOO EASY TO 
BLAME EXTERNAL 















IN FACT I THINK FORCES FOR 
THAT'S THE YOUR OWN LACK 
WORST SORT OF WILL AND 
OF EXCUSE DETERMINATION 
THERE IS TO TO DO WHAT 
NOT FOLLOW YOU WANT 









YOUR DREAM 





















IT'S ALWAYS. 
BETTER TO 


YOU CAN WIN, 
BUT NOT IF 







YOU'VE ALREADY STAND UP 
DECIDED THAT AND FIGHT 
6 NOT WORTH. | THAN TO 







FIGHTING IN 






\ RUN AWAY... 


“| TO GET BACK 
TO MY OWN 
BATTLE- 
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SFr wangareadernet 


TWemangareadernet 
















































‘CAUSE I'M 
ORDERIN’ 
You T’ 
COME SEE 
US PLAY 


























| 


I'M PLEASED 
KAORU DION'T 
Quit ScHooL 
IN THE END 









me | 


ROW | 
Hated 



























TM WORRIED 
IF SHE CAN BUT REALLY LOTS OF WELL- 
MAKE A Is Best INTENTIONED 
LIVING FROM FOR HER TO FOLKS WERE 
HER MUSIC MAKE HER NAGGING HER, 
: OWN DECISIONS TELLING HER 

COME WHAT MAY WHAT TO DO 
WITH HER LIFE 











FPFewangareadernet 
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: BUT DO 

HEY, HOW 3 YOU THINK 
ABouT ‘ANYONE'S 

We INVITE e— TOLD 












TATSUMI-SAN TATSUMI- 













DON'T YOU THINK 
THAT'S A BIT 
PREMATURE 7 

BESIDES IT'S 








/ Prerh bag ip YEAH REALLY BETWEEN 
HER FATHER ! one 
AHHH, T > 
CAN'T WAIT ! 


\\ BWAHAHAHA I1! 


SHE'LL HAVE 
TO LET HIM 

KNOW SOME 
TIME, RIGHT ? 




























GET THAT 
WILL YA 











GET IT 
YOURSELF 























HELLLLO 


‘MORII- 














THE TOILET ! 


Irs gust 


3 


THATIS, => 
UHHH... 


YES THAT'S 
WHERE HE IS, 
THE TOILET 





NO NO, 
YOU'RE 
ALWAYS 
WELCOME 


HERE / 
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Me 
PLEASE // 










































































I THOUGHT 
SHE HAD GIVEN 
UP HER DREAM 
OF GOING 
PRO IN A BAND 










THis Is WHY 
SHE WANTED 
To Quit SCHOOL, 

















T COULDA 











AH, SHE CAN 
BE A REAL PAIN 
‘SOMETIMES. 
IF SHE HAD 
ONLY TOLD ME 
WHAT SHE 


REALLY WANTED 





THANKS A 
LoT FOR 
TELLING ME 
ABOUT KAORU'S 
AMBITIONS, 
WAKANAE-SAN 
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/ TATSUMI- 
SAN 














ALL THREE 
OF THEM 


ARE BLIND 
" 




















Se wangareadernet 
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T'LL FIND 
BETTER 
MUSICIANS 
SHE CAN 





BUT I'LL FIX 
EVERYTHING, 












| kios THese Days, 


\ Ww 
\\ 
‘THEY JUST DON'T \ WHAT DOES KAORU 


PLAN AHEAD. THINK SHE'S DOING 7 

SHE'D BE LOST SHE COULD NEVER 
IFT WASN'T \ GO PRO WITH 
BOOKING: Out GUYS LIKE 






FOR HER !! 






















IF YOU 
SHE MADE HER po THat 
CHOICE TO H 
JOIN THIS SHE'LL 
BAND QUITE BLOW 
SPECIFICALLY HER 


TOP 
















re by 
ve, 





Fmangareadernet 


iN) 










AA) 





? 












KAORU'S MY KID, 


Ss 
REMEMBER... 


TM INVOLVED NW ( pre! 
~A IN YOUR a 
ff FAMILY'S: . 
iff / FOREVER... 
ANA Like Ir Z 
\ OR NOT ZB Nw 








































HER BACK AND 4, 
LET HER FINALLY |/ 
GRowup! | 7— 












































IT'S MY JOB 
=) TO GUIDE HER !! 


ieee | he 

y) ae y/ \ a 
) } sue smu 

A ‘NZ NEEDS ME !! 

WY //) = she's site 

_| JUST A KID, 

SHE DOESN'T 





SHE COULD 
FAIL IF SHE : we 
+ GOES AHEAD J i > | KNOW WHAT'S 
WITHOUT ME Slag THE RIGHT 
q fe THING TO DO 
Ny ae " 























io wi 
ee 











WHY ARE 
You 
LOOKING 
AWAY ? 























yu \\ mF TG 
j FATHER'S JOB 
TO TRY TO STOP 
THEIR CHILD 
MOVING FORWARD 
WHEN IT'S TIME 
TO CUT THE 
UMBILICAL CORD 


























SHUT 
up a 
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me 


—~ 






yl] 





ml KE 






































FWinangsreaderner 













































































ee 
MY LACK OF 

WILL TOTALLY: 

\\ \SHREDDED 























THe wangareadernet 


LOOK 
AT ME !! 


S LOOK 
OTe) , ATUS I! 





























FOR HAVING | 
WILPULLY 
ABANDONED [5 


His work | pa) 
SCHEDULE Fe V 



























| RECEIVED A TATSUMI- 

TTONGUE- SAN'S 
LASHING EXPRESSION 
FROM COMBINED 
MORI-SAN Loss AND 
LONELINESS 



































TATSUMI-SAN YOU 
KAORU YOURSELF, 
/ 
x 
TO LET GO 
oF KAORU | 






















AND YET 
p—y HE SEEMED 
TO HAVE 
ACHIEVED 


AS FOR 
TATSUMI- 
SAN, 
WELL. 











F.COMPO 
i] i 











if SHE Just 
SAID THE WORD 
cut HE T COULD PUT 
UMBILICAL 


THEM IN A SHOW 


corD, IN A BIG CONCERT 
cut HE VENUE AND THEY'D 
UMBILICAL ‘BE ROLLING IN 
‘MONEY IN 


NO TIME I! 





‘mangareadernet 
















HOW LONG 
Is SHE 
GONNA ACT 
STUBBORN 
LIKE THIS 7 
















THE OTHER DAY 
KAORU CAUGHT HIM 
PAYING STRANGERS 
TO COME TO HER 
CONCERT... $0 SHE 
TOLD HIM SHE 
DIDN'T WANT TO 
SEE HIM HERE 








WHY DOES 
TATSUMI-SAN 
NEED TO HIDE 
ROUND A 
CORNER WHEN 
HE COMES TO 
HEAR HER 
PLAY? 





AM TINA 
POSITION TO 
CRITICISE HIS 
RELUCTANCE 
TOLET GO 











UMBILICAL 















HE WAY 
THINGS ARE 


I REALLY 





NEED TO D0 
SOMETHING 














TM THE 
OLDEST OF THE 
THREE OF US 
APTER ALL AND 
I'M THE ONE 
CLINGING TO 
‘MY FAMILY 
THE MOST 











88th.day Tokyo. so near 
and yet so far 





I'M JUST 

CATCHING 

THE TRAIN 
HOME... 


I WAS 
WONDERING 
IF YOU WERE 

FINISHED 


COLLEGE y 








WANTED 
TO HEAR 
YOUR 
VOICE, 
GIBA-CHAN 





























FBrnangarcadernet 
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F.COMPOI3) 
Eh, 








CALL WAS: 


r 
WAS THIS 
WHAT YOUR 
PHONE 
ABOUT ? 















FA 


























4 0 
in 


AB dens 

















" MOTHER 
INSISTS I MUST 
COME BACK HOME... 
‘SHE WON'T SAY 
WHY BUT I’M SURE 
IT'S BECAUSE SHE 
WANTS ME TO STAY 
AND TAKE OVER 
RUNNING THE 
RYOKAN...!! 





































































IT’S ONLY AN 
HOUR AND A 
HALF FROM 
SHINSIKU BUT 
“| THE SCENERY'S 
SO DIFFERENT... 
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FOR A VISIT 
LAST SUMMER, 
I ADMITTED TO 
HER I WANTED 






































TO BE AN 





SHE TOLD ME | 
CPR 10 cet our 
AND NEVER 









=~ 




















A ¥ 
Cy C) come Back | 
j 
a~F ‘ 
Ah Sahat ass 
SS a I WAS 
BUT I FEEL MORE -| WORRIED ABOUT 
| SELF-ASGURED SINCE Ln ip THE BIG FIGHT 
| YOU'RE WITH ME » THAT WAS BOLIND 
BECAUSE I THINK ‘ TO BREAK OUT 
MOTHER WON'T GO IF I CAME 
BACK BY 


TOTALLY BERSERK 
IN FRONT OF 
OTHER PEOPLE. 






MYSELF 











INVOLVING YOU 
IN MY FAMILY 
SQUABBLES... 

YOU 00, 

SHIOYA-GAN 




























IT'S FORTUNATE 
I TAGGED ALONG 
WITH YOU TWO, 
HUH ? IT'S NOT 
LIKE YOU'RE 
GOING TO BE 
MUCH HELP 


AFTER ALL IT 
WOULDN'T BE HA 
A GOOD IDEA FoR|| HA 
YOU TO GET ON HA 
THE BAD SIDE OF || --- 
YOUR FUTURE 












YOU ALWAYS 
SAYING CRAZY 
THINGS LIKE 









































WHY ARE YOU 0 
NERVOUS ? WERE 
‘YOU THINKING OF 
ASKING YOKO'S 
MOTHER FOR 
HER PERMISSION 


A 70 maRRY YOKO 





WAIT HERE 
FOR A BIT, 
GIBA-CHAN. 

















101 


THe mangareadernet 




















UH, DON'T 
MENTION IT... 
UMMM, TM 





{ 


VA, 








WELCOME. 
I'M VERY 
GRATEFUL TO 
YOU BOTH 
ON YOKO'S 



































60 TELL ME, 
WHICH ONE 
1S GOING 
TO BE YOUR 
HUSBAND ? 
























TO THE STATION 


BUT... WE 


BUT THERE WEREN'T 
AREN'T ANY PLANNING 
MORE BUSES To stay 









T THOUGHT You 
HAD BROUGHT 
YOUR FUTURE 

HUSBAND TO 

MEET ME BEFORE 



















ANYWAY, YOUR 
ROOM WILL BE 
READY SHORTLY, 
I HOPE YOU 
ENJOY YOUR 
STAY HERE 














FORTUNATELY WE ARE 
IN THE QUIET SEASON 
AT THE MOMENT SO WE 
HAVE VACANT ROOMS 

BUT NexT TIME You visit | we 
PLEASE LET US KNOW 
IN ADVANCE CBS 










YOKO, SHOW 
YOUR FRIENDS 








HOLD IT, 
WHY Is IT 
ALL ABOUT 
WHAT YOU 


DID I SAY 
THAT 7 I WAS 
SIMPLY THINKING: 
THAT ONCE YOU 
RECEIVE YOUR 
DIPLOMA FROM 
THE UNIVERSITY 
YOU'D COME BACK 


HERE STRAIGHT 
AWAY TO TAKE 
OVER THE 
RYOKAN 
















YOU'RE ALWAYS: 
SO SELF-CENTERED 
MY GIRL, WASTING 

TIME DOODLING 

AND PAINTING 
WHEN YOU WOULD 
BE MORE USEFLIL 
TO ME HERE... 





INCIDENTALLY 
YOKO, WHEN 
ARE YOU 
PLANNING TO. 
FINISH AT 








WHY ARE 
YOU ASKING 















e FORGET 
| Those 
= STUPID 
ee PLANS, 
you 


IDIOT I! 








I TOLD You 
WHAT MY 
PLANS WERE 
LAST YEAR, 





DIDN'T I 7! 
















ONE THING: 
THOUGH, I 
FINALLY 
UNDERSTAND 
WHERE YOKO 
GETS HER 














NO, I'M NOT 
GOING TO STOP 
UNTIL YOU 
COME BACK 
TO YOUR 
SENSES !! 














WAIT, WAIT I 
DO YOU REALLY 


ON LIKE THIS 

IN FRONT 
OF MY 

FRIENDS 7! 














SHE ISN'T 
GOING TO DO 
WHAT YOU TELL 
HER TO SO 
WHY 00 YOU 
GO ON AND 
ON AT HER 
ABOUT IT 7 




























I DON'T THINK 
A MOTHER 
BEING AN eR SHOULD LISTEN 
ARTIST ISN'T HER LIFE DOING TO HER CHILD'S 
“SILLY” ! yz, 
Al someTuine as DREAMS AND 
miT}) SILLY AS BEING HELP HER 
AN ARTIST REALISE THEM 


























AND ANYWAY 

THIS IS WHAT 
SHE WANTS 

TODO! 

STOP TRYING 

TO FORCE HER 
TO DO WHAT 

YOU WANT J! 
























































YOURSELVES 
AT HOME 


































































I'VE GOT 
AN IDEA... 
COME WITH 
ME TO THE 
TOP OF THE 
HILL BEHIND 
THE RYOKAN 





Rimangareadernet 


F.COMPOII3| 


y) TM FINDING IT 
REALLY 
DIFFICULT TO 
BELIEVE WE'RE 
| STILL IN TOKYO. 


YOU'VE 
BEEN SAYING 
THAT EVER 
‘SINCE WE 
GOT HERE ! 


YES, THIS IS 
TOKYO... 
AND AT THE 
SAME TIME 
IT ISN'T 
TOKYO... 








Youre 

UNDERSTAND 
WHAT T 

L MEAN SOON 














Ou 
wow! 
THE 
STARS ARE 
AMAZING 
W 


I THINK 
IT'S BECAUSE 
THERE AREN'T 


ANY LIGHTS [aa 


NEAR US 





SHINIUK. 


THOSE BRIGHT AND THI 
LIGHTS WERE i WHOLE CITY, 
AN ENCHANTED ALL LIT UP J! 
MAGICAL 
LAND... 


THIS NIGHT 
‘SCENE AND 





angareadernet 






IN CONTRAST 
THE WORLD 
BEHIND ME 


WAS TOTALLY 
BELIEVE THAT BLACK, THE 


THOSE MAGICAL 4 3 DEEP DARK 
Hill | UiGHTs coun - : FOREST 
MAKE MY 


LIKE 
PRECIOUS 
JEWELS 








PROMISED \im 

| MYSELF THAT ) 
WHEN I WAS 

| OLDER T'D 


\ Go THERE 





THE LIGHTS 
OF TOKYO... 
FROM WITHIN 
A SHADOWY 
FOREST 
IT REALLY 
P| scemev we 
LOOKED DOWN 
UPON AN 
SS ALIEN WORLD 


AND YET IT WAS. 
THE SAME 

PLACE, TOKYO, [> 
I TOLD MYSELF 
AS I ADMIRED 
THE LIGHTS, 
0 NEAR AND 
YET SO FAR... 


pmangareadernet 





MOTHER AND 
DAUGHTER 


89th.day 














15 YEARS 
AGO... 
WAS 
WHEN 
YOKO'S 
FATHER 
DIED 































F.COMPO 








ASKED TO BE 
SERVED IN 
HER ROOM 

AND WISHED 

YOU'D JOIN 








ABOUT THIS? 
WOULON'T IT 
DISTURN YOUR 
MOTHER IF WE 
EAT WITH YOU? 





























I KNOW, BUT 
WHAT | MEANT 
WAS SHE 
SHOLILON’T 
SAY SOME- 
THING AND 
NOT 00 IT! 








NOT HEe 
FAULT, SHE 




















YOKO.., 

00 YOu 

DISLIKE 
THIS. INN? 
















I KNOW IT’S 


OFF-SEASON BUT 
IT’S ALSO THE 
WEEKEND, SO. 
SHE MUST BE 

BUSY... I'M SURE 

SHE PREFERS TO 

WORK RATHER 

THAN COMING 











hy 
4 





DON’T 
worry, SHE 
MUST HAVE 

FORGOT 
ABOUT US! 














THIS INN 


SHRINE OF 


MY FAMILY 




















KEEPING a 


you “ 


WAITING YOKO 





ABOUT THE SHOULO'VE 
INN 2 wHaT e€ |! “StapTeD 

WITHOUT 
ME... 
















a NEEDING 
W\ your HELP! 




















F.COMPOI3 


/ LET'S NOT TALK 
AGOUT THIS WHILE 
WE EATI! 















KEEP 
THINKING 
LIKE THAT! 
WHEN YOU 












GOSH... SHE 
ALWAYS MANAGES 
TO SAY WHAT SHE 
WANTS! 








sTopl! 












































SINCE | WAS 


AGAINST YOU 
LEAVING IN THE 
FIRST PLACE, | 
OON'T CAPE 
ABOUT THOSE 
THINGS 


Ns 









































>| WANT TO 
KNOW aNy- \ 4 
THING BUT 



















































































F.COMPO[I3} 













ML] 
a 








THERE IS 





NO 
WARMTH / 
HERE... ¢ 

























































































T/M NEEDED, 












































PLEASE 
A EXCUSE ME 























HEY, 
DOESN'T 
SHE HAVE A 

























SO, YOU 

HMMM. ALWAYS: 
AS IF IT ATE SHE DION'T 
EVEN FINISH 


HEe MEAL! 




















" IN FACT, IT 
iwouto say \A7R WAS WHEN FROM THE TIME | 
MS IT OKAY WE WERE GOT BACK FROM 
FOR YOU TO EATING TO- SCHOOL UNTIL 
EAT WITH ME? GETHER THAT WHEN | WENT TO. 
AREN'T YOU SEEMED BED, | COULD NOT 
NEEDED BY ABNORMAL! SEE HEP AT ALL. 
MUST'VE GOTTEN 






THE CUSTOM- 
e082" USED TO IT 











F.COMPO| 


















AFTE® ALL, | 
WAS ONLY A 
5-6 YEARS 
‘OLD CHILO 
THAT LOST 





HER FATHER | 













1 EGAN TO 
THINK THAT 
MY MOTHER 
OION'T LIKE 
ME... 





























I THOUGHT 
THAT IF | 


AY) acour me 


WENN ano wouto| 





PAY MORE 
ATTENTION 
TO ME .. 

















MY MOTHER 
DIDN'T EVEN 


KNOW ABOUT 
ro! 











QUT IT WAS 
SO DARK! 
I COULON'T 
FORCE 
MYSELF TO 
STEP INTO 
THE FOREST 


STARTED 
RUNNING 
STRAIGHT 
AHEAD 
WITHOUT 
THINKING 





SO | TURNED 


AROUND AND || 


RAN BACK 



































Se Ve : 
* \W/ 2S 
yy THE MEAL 
MAOAM, ble "“\\ 7 eyean 
IWASHITA-SAN fae Ne rc “In 008 | 
‘ON THE PHONE rN aN BesbY 
wee Bao a —\ss ISN'T READY 
ox || yet? 
RESERVATION GPR are. 
ss d e, ARE TAKING 
ce YOUR TIME! 


























ry 





















































I KNEW WHEN | 
THAT SAW HER 


SHE FLEETING 
DION’T 


OISLIKE 




























SHE WAS 
THINKING 
ABOUT ME 





BUT WITH 
MY FATHER 
GONE, MY 
MOTHER 
DION’T HAVE 
THE TIME TO 
SE WITH ME 128 
















BUT, | THINK 
IT WAS THEN 
THAT | QUIT 
THINKING OF 
THIS INN AS 
MY HOME 














































































STOOD 














NOTHING z 
FORCED MY 
MOTHER TO 
TAKE CARE 
OF THIS INN 

AFTER MY 
FATHER ... 























YOKO AND 
ME u. 





WE ARE MUCH 
ALIKE... 























THERE WERE 
ONLY US TWO 
THEN, BUT WHY 
WOULLON'T SHE 
STOP WORKING 
ANDO START 

LIVING AS A 
\. FAMILY ? 





























YOU GUYS OH, soppy! 
MUST I'M RUINING- 


MEP DeprEss- 
ZR 


TE ine 
% story! 
N i} | 
« N é 






































SY THis is a 
CLIENT 
ia 200M 
BUT 
UH... WE. DON’T 
ARE INTHE WORRY, 
Me ITLL BE 
ROOM? FREE! 
SHIOYA 
AND Me? PS 

































































1S THIS A 
JOKE?! 
THIS IS THE 







VACATION TRIP 
SCENARIO! 



















p 's THAT 
THATS 'T)) 602 aut | 
see you || “iste 

Tomor- || ony, 
Row! | |200m Lert 
6000 
NIGHT! 













NO! NOT ty = 


YOu TOO! 

















GFE DOO? CLOSE. 





ANO IF IT BOTH- 
ERS YOU TO STOP MAKING THIS 
SLEEP WITH A FACE! DON’T BE 


SHY, WE ARE BOTH 


MAN, | CAN STILL 
GUYS AFTER ALL! 


CHANGE BACK 
INTO A GIRL! 


131 



















QUT IT 
WOULON’T 
HAVE MAT- 

TERED, 
SINCE THIS 











AND, IF YOU 
















REALLY OKAY! | GOT 
DON'T IT! | UNDE 
WANT TO STAND WHAT [e 
SLEEP WITH YOU ARE 
ME THINKING! 








YOU CAN 
ALWAYS. 
60 TO 
yOKO'S 
ROOM 





MAYBE 
SHE'S 
WAITING 
FOR YOU... 
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/ yanaer- 
BA-SAN... 
WHAT APE 

YOU DOING 136 




















WHAT 1S IT? > 
you 


|| Seemeo |, 
ToS] fouereiseo (A 72 
SI 









































BOLT, 
WHAT IS IT? 
a 





4s 
dips 
e) 


bY 








































THE WARMTH 
OF THIS INN... 
MY HUSBAND: 
OFTEN TALKED. 
ABOUT IT 








Annie: 





« cee 



















THIS FEELING 
WOULD NOR- 
MALLY ONLY 








TOGETHER, TI 
STRONGER... HEAT OF THEIR 
ALWAYS: HEARTS We 
STRONGER RISE... 
THE NICE FEEL- 






ING OF A 
FAMILY 








ALL | WANTEO 
WAS TO 
PRESERVE 
THAT FEELING... 



































SEGOBI 












































F.COMPO[13} 









OH WELL 



































EXCUSE} 
ME... ? | 





































| THOUGHT | EACLIER 
SAW MY WHEN | 

HUSBAND... Saw YOUR 

I WAS SUR- Back 
PRISED... A if 











MEMORIES || 
OF MY 
HUSBAND ! | 














| 
Soe 

















=| ANY- a fi i fj i! 
wreee| | i ry I] 

evVeN | l 

f_tHe — { 

f \staies | i 





























AND I THINK 





EVER SEE IT 
AGAIN 




















I WANT TO 
SEE HIM 
AGAIN, EVEN 
Ss 


GHOST... 
































(SIT THAT 
FEELING THAT 
a MADE HeR 

WANT TO keep 


THIS PLACE FOR f& 
THIS LONG..? [Ff 












































F.COMPO}3 














(FELT SO 
GOOD AT THAT 
TIME! 















THIS IS MY 
ROOM. MY 
CASTLE! 
‘MINE 
ALONE! 


STARTING 
TODAY, | 
WILL START 
ANEW LIFE! 



































eu... 
| DON’T KNOW PINT 
HOW TO EXPLAIN ST LONE 
LIKE IF THERE 
IT THINK | GOT aie 
USED TO LIVING egON 


ALONE BUT [ 
LOST MY EARLY 
EAGERNESS.., 


MISSING ... 
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I NEVE? HAD THE 
DESIRE TO 
DeAW THIS. 
PLACE. ... I 
NEVER THOUGHT 
IT WOULD ge 
POSSIBLE... / 
AAHHH, THIS IS 
weleo!! 













YET, WHEN 
T’M HERE 









IMAGES OF THIS 
PLACE CAME TO 
MIND WITHOUT 
ME WANTING IT 




















IT’S WEIRD! 
T EVEN OREW 
SOME LAND- 
SCAPE FROM 
AROUND THIS 
































(13 


F.COMPO! 






























































) OH...! WHERE 
jj WERE YOU? 





















AH SORRY 
ABOUT 
suepris— 
ING YOU ... 























7 

7 euT YOU 

LOOKEO 

SO WEAK 
OUST 

THEN 






AH P YOU 
COULD SEE 
THAT IN THE 
DARK? IM 
OLD, SO! 
TIRE EASILY 
YOU KNOW! 






















YANAGIBA-SAN 
MADE A BIE 
COMMOTION 
AgOUT 
NOTHING... 













sorry FOR 
MAKING YOU 


\ 


OBVIOUSLY 
LL ® ... F SOME- 
a ONE WOLLO 


0 





—>\ 


% STILL 
DY >|_ ABOUT 
THIS?! EVEN 
ei WHEN I'M 


nyo 



























































—-) 
yy 
4 


~ 
= 


SS, 


ee 








SSS | 








































































22 CER 
ret 






rr 


| ca a 





| 


a 








































































LOOKS WHO'S 
TALKING... 
EASY FOR 

YOU, SINCE 
YOU ONLY 
THINK ABOUT 
YOURSELF! 
















HMPF! IF IT 
WAS ME, HER 
MOTHER 
WOULON'T BE 
ABLE TO MAKE 
ME GIVE LIP MY 

DREAMS! 








154 






































WARMTH? 
SEEMS: 
LIKE MY 
FATHER 

ANO YOU 
WERE THE 

ROMANTIC 

KINO! 



























F.COMPO[I3) 











SHE OION'T 








SHE JUST 
WANTED TO. PRESERVE 
PROTECT THIS INN 
HEe HOME, OUST BE- 
CAUSE OF 







THE BUSI- 
NESS... 



























TAKE OVER 
ANO ABAN- 
DON My. 
DREAMS? 
tee Ne NO... BUT YOU 
ALONE SHOULO SIT 
DOWN AND EX- 
PLAIN YOUR 
FEELINGS 









CLEARLY TO 
youre MOTHEe! 


































COULON’T 
YOU SIMPLY 7% 





APE 
















OUST PLT A REALLY 
your HANOS GIFTED IN 
ON Hee GIVING 


SHOULDER aovice! 
ANO GENTLY 
TELL HE 
WHAT SHE 
WANTS TO 
HEAR? 



























































BECAUSE THIS 
Is YOUR 


FAVOURITE 
PLACE SINCE 
YOU WERE 
LITTLE 


























THIS 
PLACE IS 
FULL OF 
MEMO- 
| RIES OF 

HIM, ISNT 

















FOR YOU, 
THE INN 
IS FULL 

OF MEM- 
ORIES 




















‘SFE NOOOSH THE 
"wad cows 





























r | WILL NEVER 


TAKE CARE 
OF IT! 


MOTHER| 




































BAH... 
IT’S NOTHING 
SERIOUS 



















































WHEN | 
SAW 
yYOKO 
RUNNING 
WITH HER 
MOTHER? IN 
HER ARNE, 
















Burt, 
FORTU- 
NATLY IT 
WAS 
NOTHING 
SERIOUS 


WORRYING 
ABOUT 
yOKO 
EVER 

SINCE SHE 









SHE WILL 
BE 
ALRIGHT 





F.COMPOI13) 















MAYBE SHE'S. 
THINKING 
ABOUT 
LEAVING...? 











il 


nN 















































seeoel 


91st.day 
OKAMI 
FOR A 
DAY 











SecOB!I 

































































F.COMPOI 





























NO! THE 


ooctoRr 
SAI0 YOU 
‘SHOLLO 
REST 
Topsy! 








NO, 
OKAMI-SANI 


SHOLLON'T! || 
































vm OKAY 
we THE 


CUSTOMERS 
TAKES ARE 
MORE IM~ 
PORTANT 
THAN ME 
































F.COMPOI13) 
































TO-SAN, 
PLEASE 
WATCH 
OVER MY 
MOTHER 











T WILL TAKE OVER 
FOR YOU TODAY!!! 
YOU ARE SICK SO 
YOU SHOULD 
REST! GOT ITPHY 




















OON'T GET ME 
WRONG, | 
Ga HAVEN'T 
CHANGED my 
ie MIND... 






































F.COMPOM3) 










































































LOON'T HAVE 
‘MUCH 


EXPERIENCE 





WORKS TOO. 
MUCH, ITLL BE 
6000 FOR 
HER TO BE 
ABLE TO REST 





FOR A DAY! 























ANYWAY... 
SOMEDAY YOU 
WILL. 
SUCCEED HER, 


SO TAKE THIS 
AS A TRAINING! 























I CAN'T SEE 











ANYTHING! AW 


HEY. 
stop 
MOVING 
AGOUND, 


WALK 
STRAIGHT! 














6000, LET'S 
ALL GET BACK 
TO work! 





a 


OOOAHH!!! 
BAKAIY 








@o 


ee 





















a YOUR 
DEPARTURE IS 
SCHEOULED 
FOR 10 
O'CLOCK, IS 
THAT RIGHT? 
















































































isoge- le KIMU- ia 7 suT im 
SAN FROM re B A-SAN || THANK YOU i 


THE OAK AT 10. VERY MULCH, PRESSED 
200M FOR Po s 
AND A am ~ ne TO GET q 
HALF... /“f Re \ ER 
/ fl 4 % \\ 
Ke | 
Ean Footsteps is if ii 
V7 \ i 
GV) 
h | 





















































CURSE SHION!! 
SAYING A GIRL 
CAN'T ENTER 
THE MEN'S 
BATH, LEAVING. 
ALL THE WORK 




















ALWAYS 
MORE! 
































YOKO-SAN, YOU 
ARE SO GOOD AT 
L/ IT THAT IT 
DOESN'T LOOK 
LIKE THIS IS YOU 
FIRST TIME DOING 


THIS... 
YOU WERE MADE 
FOR THIS! 


































































YOU 010 


ANO 
EXCELLENT 
voer 

















F.COMPO| 















yes eut it 
out WASN'T 
: ANYTHING 

= SERIOUS, SHE 


4 OUST NEEDED 






















ANYTIME 
YOU WISH 























MYSELF, | 
COME BACK 
EVERY YEAR... 


ju 










WE CAN FEEL 
THE OKAMI'S 
WARMTH IN 
EVERY 
CORNER... 




































































20 you 
THINE | 
| _couo 


REST LNT 
My BFTER- 
Ne 


SHIFT.,.2 


, in, 





SINCE | 





















LOION'T 
KNOW THAT 
THE INN 









COULD BE 


THIS mee: 




















/ 


SIT DOWN 
ANO 










AH... CAN'T 
YOu JUST 






STAY STILL 
ANO REST? 









































































F.COMPOI13) 





I NEVER 

| WANTED you 

TO BE LIKE 
THIS. 

































exesEnvED 

| WANTED TO. YOUR MOTHER 
LEAVE IT TO catuee’s || SUT I WANT 

YOU MEMORIES YOUTO, eh 
THIS INN, JUST WITH ALL MY 
LIKE IT WAS... EFFORTS, IT 
WHEN HE WAS WASN'T 

ALIVE. ONLY FOR 

ME sn 

















SOMEDAY... 

















1 ANO SO 
FAILED AS 
| A motHee 
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SHOW ME | 
WAS GROW- 
ING... 

















ANO | 
REALISED... THAT PM 
EVERYWHERE | 
COULD SEE THE 
MEMORIES OF 
FATHER THAT 
YOU SPOKE OF... 







PAN TO 






















MY HEART. 

WAS FILLEO 
OF THOUGHTS 

OF MY 

MOTHER WHO 
PRESERVED 
ALL THESE 
MEMORIES... 






































(MA STUPID 
DAUGHTER... 


FOR NOT 
NOTICING 
THIS, 
SOONER... 




















F.COMPOI13) 



















































































yoKo 





THOUGHT 
THAT SHE 
WOULO 8E 
STRONGER 
wit YOU AT 
HEP SIDE 








SHE TOLO 
ME WHEN WE: 





TALKED THAT 
NIGHT... 


























F.COMPOI13) / 















































AGOUT TAKING 
OVER THE INN IN 
THE FUTURE, BUT 

SHE INSISTS | 


IMMEDIATELY! 
RAHHH!! SO. 
ANNOYING! 


x 
(is T ASSURED HER | 
WOULD THINK 






















HMOE! 
STUBBORN 
MOTHER! 


‘GUESSED 


WOULON'T 
USTEN TO 











































































F.COMPO|3) ANO IF IT 

OOESN'T WORK 

THIS WEEK, I'L I WILL TELL. 

RETURN AGAIN HER CLEARLY 
NEXT WEEK WHAT | 
AND EACH WANT! 
WEEK AFTER, 

UNTIL SHE UN- 






DERSTAND: 



























YOKO 








MAYBE FOUND 





HOME SHE [ 
COULD RETURN ff 
TO... WELL. 





UTHINK. 











if 


F, COMPO 13 ENO |, 














